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That Matter: What We The first three hours of the
Glorious Revolution, the English Revolution, and
the French Revolution were dedicated to holding
King Henry IV of France to his promises of
support. Europe’s monarchs – each of whom was a
reigning monarch who acted as king of another
country – were unhappy with what they saw as a
spread of religious toleration, the increase in the
number of Protestants, and the spread of
Enlightenment thought. Their responses were less
than graceful. In 1792, the citizens of the French
republic evicted their king, instead choosing a
government with the capacity to hold on to power.
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The failure of military campaigns, the loss of
political legitimacy, and a growing populace did not
save the French monarchy. By the time of the
French Revolution, however, monarchs had gained
ground in France, Austria, and Prussia, while
parliamentary governments, in England and
Holland, seemed more effective and legitimate.
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