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On March 11, 2000, Morris was convicted of the
death of 15-year-old Brent Treacy, who was killed
after being attacked during an attempted robbery in
Quincy, Illinois in 1994. Morris was acquitted of
murder after the only witness testified that he
planned the robbery, provided the weapon and was
present at the scene when the murder took place.
Prosecutors proceeded to retry Morris for murder,
even though it was obvious that the single
eyewitness could not identify the actual killer. The
witness testified that he decided to testify at the
hearing after he was threatened. The witness said
that he did not want to be charged with perjury
because he had become a drug addict and that he
was afraid that the shooting would be his death
sentence. In 1976, Herbert R. Higbie was convicted
of murder and sentenced to death. One of his trial
attorneys had a prior history of seeking the
dismissal of death penalty cases. (State v. Higbie,
632 S.W.2d 210, 215 (Mo. Ct. App. 1982).) At Higbie
trial, the court concluded that his attorney had been
guilty of ineffective representation in allowing an
elderly man with a poor memory to testify. (Id. at
215). The Missouri Supreme Court said that counsels
failure to investigate the man after learning of his
mental problems amounted to ineffective assistance
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of counsel. Id. at 218. Despite being charged with
first-degree murder, Higbie never faced the death
penalty and was sentenced to life in prison. (Id. at
215). In 2002, the prisoner population in Missouri
was 80%, and only 31 death penalty cases had been
brought there since 1977. (Id.).
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In 1992, a Manhattan grand jury voted to indict
David Leventhal for the 1978 murder of Avram

Dawidow. At Leventhal trial, the judge barred any
witnesses who were accomplices or witnesses to the

crime on grounds that their testimony would be
perjurious. On August 25, 1993, the judge declared a

mistrial and on August 26, 1993, the grand jury
voted to drop the case. In 1999, Judge Neil M.

Slomsky ruled that the 1985 death of a man named
Herbert Buder was a homicide, and that Mr.

Leventhal was guilty of first degree murder. The
case went to trial again in 2000. Mr. Leventhal was

the only person charged in this case, but chose to go
to trial alone. Kennedy was convicted of the 1995
capital murder of Barrie, a Romani (Sinti) woman,

who was shot during a robbery. She was only one of
two Romani victims that were murdered by white

                               3 / 5



 

Americans in 1995. The jury rejected Kennedy and
sentenced him to death. Despite having alibis and
witness testimony, Kennedy was convicted on the

basis of an overturned search warrant and testimony
from a witness for Kennedy who confessed to the

crime. After many continuances, Kennedy was
resentenced to life in prison after his conviction was

overturned in 2003. He is an only child and his
mother, Fern, said she lost hope after 19 years in

prison. Alexander was found guilty of the 1985
murder of Edward and Adolphine Mitchell and

sentenced to death. Mitchells bodies were found
with multiple stab wounds, asphyxiation and

extreme trauma to the head. The only eye witnesses
testified against Alexander and there were no

physical evidence linking him to the murders. After a
series of appeals and acquittals, the 7th Circuit

Court of Appeals upheld the convictions. After the
Supreme Court rejected a bid by Alexander to
pursue a temporary stay of execution, he was

executed by lethal injection on October 12, 1996.
(Alexander v. Caputo, 771 F. Supp. 107 (N.D. Ill.

1991)). 5ec8ef588b
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