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Brigid has her priorities straight. At 58, she still has plans for the future and no shortage of things to do. The Congregational Church faces a critical crossroads in its history, facing hard
questions about culture, mission and identity in order to respond to today’s global village. God, Gender and Identity: Congregational Christian reflections of the Biblical World and
Beyond addresses the issues facing this ministry while considering various perspectives from the wider world of Christian faith. God, Gender and Identity explores a broad range of
issues around the world from the biblical time frame, to the modern church in the context of the 21st century. All the chapters that address sexual identity are organized in this manner,
as is a chapter of gender theory. There are also chapters that address broader issues of mission, the local church, or the intersection of global issues with Congregational life. God,
Gender and Identity is a series of reflection that a network of church leaders, theologians and practitioners developed in order to address a variety of questions and issues about the
faith and the world. These reflections were developed in partnership with students, faculty and practitioners who look to the faith in response to a rapidly changing world. The
Introduction to this text is a reflection on the context in which this project has been undertaken, the process in which the reflections have been developed, and the approaches to
understanding diverse perspectives. The vision for the book is that this work will be used and developed by an engaged network of Congregational leaders, theologians, and
practitioners, with the expectation that the work will be enriched by ongoing interaction with a broader network of people of diverse perspectives. The reflections will be supported by
discussions of emerging concepts on gender and religion and provide forums for reflection and decision-making on many issues related to issues of gender and the church. These
reflections have been developed on the basis of the best available and timely scholarship related to the topics, and will be made available in collaboration with those who read this
project. From God, Gender and Identity: Reading the Bible and the World: A Congregational Perspective comes two companion volumes: God, Gender and Identity: Bible-Grounded
Perspectives and Reading the Bible and the World: A Congregational Perspective. These offer comprehensive, up-to-date reflections on various topics related to issues of God, gender
and the world from a Congregational Christian perspective. They are presented in a modular fashion, making it easy to access the sections of interest. This
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