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executive director of the Bonneville Power Administration and former head of the American Electric
Power Co. Inc. in the Pacific Northwest, has made history twice in the energy industry. But not as he
expected. While juggling multiple energy assets in Washington, Oregon and California, Anderson
became the first president of a new, privately held company -- now named Western Resource
Advocates -- with an agenda of limiting coal-fired power plants in the western United States. The 58-
year-old Anderson is now the face of a new coalition of environmental groups that is working to
persuade the Obama administration to stop coal-fired plants from being built in the West. His work
as a public-private environmental law professor and private power industry executive has positioned
Anderson as an activist who will undertake the kind of high-profile campaign that most others of his
ilk would shun. "It's ironic that at this moment, I can't go a single day without being on the tip of
every environmental news outlet's tongue," he said. With a business background and the academic
credentials and experience to represent his cause, Anderson -- who now lives in Northwest Portland -
- said he hopes his work can help reduce the nation's energy consumption and become a force for an
energy alternative. "I realized early in my career that by using my corporate experience, I would
have a real shot at doing something that mattered to me," he said. Not to be confused with the
Washington, D.C.-based nonprofit advocacy group of the same name, the organization's name stems
from the motto "Western Resource Advocates." The loosely knit coalition of six environmental groups
includes the Sierra Club, Center for Biological Diversity, Natural Resources Defense Council,
WildEarth Guardians and Western Environmental Law Center. Anderson said he didn't see the need
to form the coalition when he landed at the Bonneville Power Administration in 2009. Shortly after
his arrival, he wanted to explore U.S. Energy West, a new electric cooperative formed in 1998 when
it created and then sold a Nevada generation
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